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NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2007 
 

Time seems to have run away with me yet again and I’ve suddenly realised that the our Easter Bonnet 
race, Cream Tea skiff race and the Scilles Championships have all come and gone, as has our Regatta 
Day and the Mixed & Vets Championships.  To start from the beginning again:  our Easter Bonnet race 
saw six gigs battling it out in what is a “friendly” race! The ladies rowed up to Wadebridge, there was a 
change of crews courtesy Wadebridge Boat Club and then the men rowed back down to a line drawn 
from the flagpole at the lifeboat station to a building on the quay at Padstow.  A week later, after most 
of the gigs had left for the Scillies, we held a skiff pursuit race from Wadebridge to Rock with 12 
entries, including our two yellow boats and the competition was very keen – the majority of the boats 
landing on the beach below the sailing club almost at the same time. 
 

EASTER BONNET RACE RESULTS 2007 

      
The IOS World Championships in the Scillies was a great success with “Speedwell” doing very well in the 
vets races - 4th in the Mens and 7th in the Ladies.    There were 105 gigs lined up for the mens race and 
95 for the ladies – an understatement to say that it was quite a challenge for the crews as well as those 
trying to line everyone up and a spectacle never to be forgotten.  The teams are now looking forward to 
the County Championships at Newquay in September. 
 

 
      
    

 

Boat Name Club WOMEN 
Rock - W/bridge 

MEN 
W/bridge - Rock   

Total 
Mins   Secsl 

Place 

SPEEDWELL Rock A 36’ 22” 30’ 05” 66’ 27” 1st 
PETROC Padstow 39’ 15” 32’ 49” 71’ 64” 2nd 
JANE D Rock B 40’ 06” 33’ 43” 73’ 49” 3rd 

ROSCARROCK Port Isaac 40’ 43” 33’ 18” 73’.61” 4th 
BEDEHAVEN Bude 40’ 26” 34’ 03” 74’ 29” 5th 

TORRENT Bosc/Crackington 40’ 48” 34’ 36” 74’ 84” 6th 

 
Our men’s B crew in their last race of 
the Championships, looking suitably 
exhausted!  They made 63rd place whilst 
the A crew rowing Speedwell came in 
7th overall.  
 
 
 
Corsair was kindly lent to us for the 
Scillies courtesy Port Isaac Rowing Club 
 
Ladies Vets in Speedwell coming in 7th 
place on the day that proved to be the 
most beautiful weather of the 
Championships.   
Both ladies crews did very well – the A’s 
in Speedwell came in 17th and the B’s 
43rd in Corsair. 



Our Regatta was a great success – we had 13 visiting gigs, good racing and what’s more, the sun 
shone!  We made a substantial amount of money on the food, raffle and quiz that will stand us in 
good stead after last year’s washout!  With the exception of the Vets race, Padstow seemed to win 
most of the trophies and all in all we had a really successful day! 
 

 
 

    

 
           Both the above pictures & “Gig ‘Opportunity’”  courtesy Kevin Pyne 
 
The Club continues to grow with a lot of new members and as a result we are thinking seriously about 
purchasing a second competitive gig.  For the past few years Port Isaac have been kind enough to lend us 
Corsair for the Scillies but most members would like to have the chance to row “one of their own”!! Two 
boat builders have given us quotes and we have filled in various grant application forms for funding.  A new 
traditional Cornish pilot gig now costs nearly £20,000, trailer £2,500 and oars cost £240 each! 
                      Thank you for your continued support.   All monies gratefully received as  every little helps !!   Jane D   
  
                              Gig “Opportunity”    
 

That old pilot gig and my father’s father  
Are the same age.  It was built by his father you see 
In a shed that had roof beams formed from 
Deck beams of a sailing ship that came ashore 
One night and wrecked in a terrible sea 
 
I remember when I was a young man 
She was the pride of the whole of the coast 
And do you know even though he is long gone  
I can still see in that gig his ghost! 

He named her the same as that fine ship 
Because it seemed rather apt you see 
And that’s how she became then 
The pilot gig “Opportunity”  
 
Mother said “grandmother wanted to call it Daisy” 
As at half a crown for a pot of gold paint   
It was a much shorter name by far, but no way 
Was she was getting her way on this one 
As you never got a mind change from old grandpa!

The ladies Vets in Jupiter (right) at 
the Mixed & Vets championships in 
June.  They came 2nd overall 
behind the Tamar & Tavy crew;  
Our congratulations to all of them! 
We also entered two mixed crews, 
one crew making the semi finals 
and the other the finals (below). 
This was an excellent result from a 
miserable day of monsoon 
downpours!   

On the left is a picture of our Under 
14’s crew at Appledore – the first day 
of summer that we had!!  They did well 
in their championships at Hayle and  
have rowed well all season; they are 
becoming an accomplished crew and 
we find ourselves with an extremely 
keen squad of junior rowers;  this 
year’s crew will be moving up to the 
Under 16’s and they have been 
travelling Cornwall entering into the 
spirit of competition with enthusiasm!  

Lotto - Can we tempt any of  you, your family or 
friends to join?  Our lotto has been going for over four 
years now, under half full; it costs £5 monthly on a 
standing order and the Club gets valuable resources to 
enable as many people as possible to enjoy rowing on 
the estuary.  There is a monthly draw of £25 (£50 if we 
had 50 members!) and an annual prize, which at the 
moment is £250 (this would be £750 if we had 50 
members).  Dan’s mum won the big prize this year, so it 
really works! 


